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being visited by auditors who make a
precise determination as to whether $10
for one purpose has been used for some
other purpose or not. It is a form of ac-
countability that has required our
school districts to spend more and
more money on administrators and on
filling out forms and less and less
money on educating the students
themselves.

We substitute for that one ultimate
form of accountability, accountability
measured by whether or not our stu-
dents are doing better, by whether or
not our kids are getting a better edu-
cation. No State may gain the benefit
from the provisions of Straight A’s un-
less that State agrees to a form of test-
ing, of actual achievement of the stu-
dents, and promising if it is given this
flexibility, those student achievement
standards will rise, scores will rise in
the period under which they are work-
ing with Straight A’s.

It is neither more complicated nor
more simple than that. The goal of
educating our children is to see to it
that they are prepared for the world in
which they will live. We are now able
more and more to measure how those
goals are met. Do our students read
better? Do they write better? Do they
compute better? The accountability in
Straight A’s is measured by those
standards, not by how well their ad-
ministrators and teachers fill out
forms and not how well they come out
in an after-the-fact audit.

I have every confidence that as a part
of the very important debate over edu-
cation and the renewal of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act, we
will debate Straight A’s. I am con-
vinced as this body finishes its work it
will be a part of the most constructive
and most successful renewal of our ac-
tivity in the field of education that
this Congress has accomplished in gen-
erations.

f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I now
ask consent there be a period for the
transaction of routine morning busi-
ness with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

RETIREMENT OF JACK E. HARPER,
JR., CHANCERY CLERK OF SUN-
FLOWER COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I rise today
to recognize Jack E. Harper, Jr., of
Sunflower County, Mississippi. Mr.
Harper recently retired as the Chan-
cery Clerk of Sunflower County after
serving tirelessly in this position for 44
years. This is an exemplary record of
public service, and it is a privilege to
honor this outstanding Mississippian
for his unselfish dedication to Sun-
flower County government for so many
years.

In addition to Mr. Harper’s lengthy
service as Chancery Clerk, I also com-

mend him for his involvement in nu-
merous civic activities and for his mili-
tary service. Mr. Harper is a veteran of
the United States Marines, having
served 31 months in the Pacific Theater
during World War II. In 1951, while he
was a member of the Mississippi Na-
tional Guard, he was ordered to active
military duty for 2 years and served 1
year in Korea during 1951–1952. In con-
junction with his military service, Mr.
Harper is a member and past Com-
mander of the Indianola American Le-
gion and VFW posts. Additionally, Mr.
Harper has been active in his commu-
nity, as demonstrated by the fact that
he served as President of the Indianola
Lions Club and as the District Gov-
ernor of the Mississippi Lions.

Jack Harper has always shown a
commitment to education. He earned
degrees from Indianola High School,
Mississippi Delta Community College,
and both Bachelor of Laws and Juris
Doctor degrees from the University of
Mississippi School of Law, my alma
mater. Additionally, he has served as a
member of the Board of Trustees of
Mississippi Delta Community College
since January, 1961, and has served as
Board Chairman since 1968. He is a past
President of the Mississippi Junior Col-
lege Inter-Alumni Association, and he
is a member of the State Association of
Community and Junior College Trust-
ees. He currently serves as the Co-
Chairman of the Education Committee
for the Indianola Chamber of Com-
merce.

Although Jack Harper is retiring
from official public office, I know that
he will continue to serve his commu-
nity and the State of Mississippi in the
same devoted manner that he has for
his entire life. I am envious of the time
that he will now have to spend with his
family, particularly his grandchildren.
Once again, I congratulate and thank
Mr. Harper for his service to Sunflower
County and Mississippi.

f

GUN ENFORCEMENT

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, earlier
this week, President Clinton sent to
Congress his budget proposal for the
2001 fiscal year.

Among his initiatives is a proposal to
improve the enforcement of federal
firearm laws. Specifically, the Presi-
dent requests more than $280 million to
provide law enforcement agencies with
tools they need to reduce gun crime.
The proposal includes funds to: im-
prove the speed and accuracy of Brady
background checks by upgrading State
and local criminal history records; hire
500 new Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearms (ATF) agents and inspec-
tors; provide grants to hire 1,000 new
federal, state and local gun prosecu-
tors; implement a comprehensive crime
gun tracing program; and support local
anti-gun violence media campaigns.

I believe this is an important initia-
tive in the fight against gun violence,
and I applaud the President’s commit-
ment to this issue. I hope that during

this Session, Congress will support full
funding for this aggressive gun enforce-
ment initiative, and will act to close
loopholes in our federal firearm laws
that give young people and felons easy
access to guns.

f

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I am
most pleased to join millions of Ameri-
cans in commemorating African-Amer-
ican History Month and particularly
this year’s theme ‘‘Heritage and Hori-
zons: The African Legacy and the Chal-
lenges of the 21st Century.’’ This theme
as announced by the Association for
the Study of Afro-American Life and
History (ASALH) is most appropriate
and timely as we enter a new millen-
nium and hopefully a new and even
brighter era of African-American
progress.

Since 1926, Americans have observed
a time during the month of February
to recognize the vast history and leg-
acy that African-Americans have con-
tributed to the founding and building
of this great nation. It was the vision
of the noted author and scholar, Dr.
Carter G. Woodson, that led to this
celebration. As we review the last 100
years, it is important to remember
that there have been many challenges
and changes in the 1900’s for African-
Americans.

During the early 1900’s, discrimina-
tion against African-Americans was
very wide spread. By 1907, every South-
ern state required racial segregation on
trains and in churches, schools, hotels,
restaurants, theaters, and in other pub-
lic places. New leaders for the African-
American race emerged such as W.E.B.
DuBois and Booker T. Washington,
whose intellectual thoughts on the
progress and direction of African-
Americans are still very much dis-
cussed in the community.

There was also the Northern migra-
tion of hundreds of thousands of South-
ern African-Americans during World
War I to seek jobs in defense plants and
other factories. Many African-Ameri-
cans served our country admirably dur-
ing this war and in World War II. Like
World War I, this war led to the expan-
sion of defense-related industries and
opportunities in the North for employ-
ment. During the 1940’s, about a mil-
lion Southern African-Americans
moved North. Discrimination played a
large role in the labor industry which
led A. Philip Randolph of the Brother-
hood of Sleeping Car Porters to threat-
en a march on Washington, D.C. Presi-
dent Roosevelt then issued an execu-
tive order forbidding racial discrimina-
tion in defense industries.

Following World War II, three major
factors encouraged the beginning of a
new movement for civil rights. First,
many African-Americans served with
honor in the war, as they had in many
of the wars since the American Revolu-
tion. However, in this instance, Afri-
can-American leaders pointed to the
records of these veterans to show the
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